Arcimboldo Style Self-Portraits
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


 
[image: image3.jpg]


In this project you will create a non-traditional self portrait in the style of Giuseppe Arcimboldo, collecting images to answer the question “Who Am I?”

Giuseppe Arcimboldo- Italian painter. In the middle of the sixteenth century Arcimboldo made a normal debut with youthful works including designs for windows and tapestries respectively in Milan and Monza cathedrals and frescos for the cathedral of Como. None of these gave any inkling of the bizarre originality he would soon develop. In 1562 he was summoned to the Imperial court in Prague and almost immediately his original and grotesque fantasy was unleashed. He invented a portrait type consisting of painted animals, flowers, fruit, and objects composed to form a human likeness. Some are satiric portraits of court personages, and others are allegorical personifications.

Arcimboldo's style has been so often imitated over the centuries that it is sometimes difficult to make exact attributions. He has been seen by some as the forerunner of Surrealism in the 20th century, but, more to the point, he should be seen in his own context at the end of the Renaissance. This was a time when people (collectors and scientists alike) were beginning to pay more attention to nature. Arcimboldo really created the fantastic image of the court in Prague, creating costumes, set designs, and decorations. Emperor Rudolf II set him the task of researching and buying works of art and natural curiosities, as well as giving him countless commissions for paintings.
Materials:
Large white sheet of drawing paper

Light source

Pencils

Coloured pencils

1. View some information about, and artwork by,  Giuseppe Arcimboldo at these websites:

http://www.abcgallery.com/A/arcimboldo/arcimboldo.html
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/arcimboldo_giuseppe.html
2. Begin by having someone trace your silhouette onto your sheet of paper. Tape the paper to the wall, and place a bright light source so that it is shining on the paper. Place a chair between the light source and the paper, and sit facing sideways. Have a friend/family member trace the outline of your silhouette (your shadow). It should take up a large part of the paper, and include your head and shoulders.
You may have to adjust yourself to create an image of the correct size for your paper. If you need to make the shadow larger, move further away from the paper. To make it smaller, move closer. 

3. Begin brainstorming images and ideas that represent you. Think about your likes and dislikes, you type of personality (calm, intense, serious, comedic), and about yourself as a child of God.
4. Arrange the resulting symbols and images into a pleasing arrangement within silhouette portrait - utilizing elements and principles of design.
5. Add elements to negative space to enhance the "story".
6. Render composition in choice of media. shown above: Watercolor, colored pencil and crayon resist

7. Write out your personal reflection on experiences and meaning of portrait - Artist's statement. What images were chosen, and why? What does the portrait say about you?

