Focus Drawing
This project focuses down on a photograph to make a nonobjective composition.  Nonobjective is the type of design that is full of colors, shapes, lines, values, forms, textures, using the principles of design to make a composition that has NO recognizable subject or objects.  It instead relies on the elements and principles of design to create a balanced interesting composition having a center of interest, directional movement, rhythmic shapes, variety of size, balance of values and colors. 
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By using a paper finder, look for and find a composition to render with colored pencil.  Each composition must have the principles of good design and a use of color.  The pencil will be applied with layers creating a smooth blend of colors - duplicating what is in the viewfinder window as much as possible. 
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Materials:
viewfinders - (cut from 4" scrap white paper and compasses) 

magazines (National Geographic or nature magazines are good)

X-acto knives or sharp scissors pencils

erasers 

colored pencils 

white drawing paper (min. 12" square) 

10" circle templates 

construction paper frames 

To begin, view some inspirational artwork from artists such a Georgia O’Keefe (http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/her-art.aspx), Robert Fuller (http://amitmay.com/fuller.htm), and George Dombeck (http://www.georgedombek.com/) 
Procedure: 
1.   Cut out a 4”square piece of paper. In the middle, make a 2 inch circle. Cut out using an X-acto knife on a cutting board. Small scissors could also be used for safety. 
2.   Look in magazines (or photographs or microscope) for interesting shapes, colors, contrast of values, variety of sizes, and interesting area off center, gradations of colors and values.  Still make sure that you can’t really see what the picture is. Look for a composition with the finder over the picture that reveals a good design. Place the finder over the picture so that it will show the composition through the circle, and block out the rest.  Find at least 3 that you feel are good. Tape the finder over it and save. 
3.   After a small critique, select one that is the best and enlarge it. The circle will be a minimum 10” in diameter. Use a circle template 10" wide (or a compass set to 5" radius) and on 12" square paper, make a circle. If you choose to make a larger circle, ensure that the paper is at least 2” larger. 
4.   Begin by drawing design in lightly with pencil, fill in with coloured pencil. Layer the pencil to produce different colors and values.  Use white pencil to blend layers together. Practice using soft light layers of colored pencils to achieve soft gradations and different colors. Always start with the lightest colors first and then go to the darker ones. Colorless blenders or white pencils will help blend layers together. Practice the colors you need on scrap paper. 
5.   Select colors that will be used - continue drawing - laying colors to match the photograph. The goal is to duplicate the colors as close as possible. What combination of colors will give the results found in the photograph? Use scrap paper first to try colors. Close observation is the important - students will be evaluated on their observation skills/skill in enlarging/scale drawing - value shading - and color selections.  
6.   When finished, cut a 10" circle (or the size of your circle) from larger colored construction paper (12" square or larger). Put a few SMALL dots of glue in the negative space on the drawing paper -  towards the sides - not too close to the circle - spread glue. Gently line up the construction paper circle with circle drawing to mat. 
