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Decorative Art
The decorative arts are a traditional term for a number of arts and crafts in a great range of materials including ceramic, wood, glass, metal, textiles and many others. The works are both ornamental and functional. The field includes ceramics, glassware, furniture, furnishings, interior design, but not usually architecture. Decorative arts, or furnishings, may be fixed (for example, wallpaper), or moveable (for example, lamps). In general the term "decorative arts" is not much used of contemporary work, which tends to be called design instead. In art history the term minor arts is often used for the decorative arts.
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In this assignment, you will create a piece of decorative art from the following list: bowl, vase, plate, or other container, a relief or other carving. If you have another idea you would like to try, please clear it with me first. You will need to consider the elements and principles you studied in the first term.
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This is designed to be an open-ended, self-directed project, in that you will design the specifics of the design, and also choose your materials. You may consider paper-mache, polymer clay, soap or styrofoam carving, plaster of paris, etc.
The main directive for this project is that you will design your decorative art to worship God. You will need to choose a verse (or a passage) from the Bible to use as your inspiration. Find a verse that speaks to you, and can relate to how you feel about worshipping God, or that speaks of bringing glory to God. Prayerfully consider the verse, and how you can use it to inspire your art.
[image: image4.jpg]


Along with your piece, submit an artist’s statement explaining: the verse or passage you chose, what it means to you, how the elements of your piece relate back to the verse or passage.
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1. Begin by writing down your chosen verse, along with some ideas on how you can represent it visually.
2. Create a series of sketches in your sketchbook. Depending on your piece, you will likely need to draw it from a variety of angles.

Papier-mache
1. Read over ‘Getting Started with Papier Mache’ and ‘Paper Mache Tips and Hints’ to familiarize yourself with the methods of Papier Mache (attachments found on the blog).

2. You may chose to use a bowl, cup, etc. as your mould. Make sure you use a releasing agent first (ie. Vaseline) to ensure that you can remove it after. You may choose to add additional layers after you remove the mould.

a. If you use a vase as your mould, you will need to remove it before you build up too many layers. Cut through the papier-mache with scissors or a knife, and carefully remove in two sections. Put the pieces back together, creating layers over top to strengthen it.
 Carving a sculpture or relief - a relief is a sculpture that is either raised from or lowered into a flat surface (such as the relief of Mary and baby Jesus on the previous page).
1. Mix plaster of paris according to package directions.

2. Quickly pour into an appropriate container. For a sculpture you will need to use a plastic or foam box (not cardboard), deep bowl, cup, or other appropriate container. This will be the your basis for carving, so make sure that you consider what your final product will be, and how the mould will work to allow you to create it.

a. For a relief, a meat tray such as you get with fresh meat from the grocery store, or other deep tray with sides, will work.

3. Once the plaster has sufficiently hardened, you may begin carving. You should be able to find carving tools as most craft supply stores.

Fimo or other polymer clay – can be bought at many craft stores. Polymer clay can be either air-dried or oven dried, depending on which kind you buy. It works much the same as kiln dried clay, in technique.
Below are some website that should be helpful for polymer clay information, tips and techniques.

http://www.elvenwork.com/tips.html#A 

http://www.angelslanding.com/pushmolds/paint.html 

http://www.jaedworks.com/clayspot/polyclay-faq/basics.html
http://davesfimofigures.com/HowItsDone.html
Polymer clay can be used to create a bowl, vase, plate etc. You should be able to make your basic object, and then either carve your design, or create a 3-D design.
You can also use polymer clay for a relief, by creating a flat base, then either carving in or building onto it.
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