Mosaic
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Mosaic is the art of creating images by assembling small pieces of colored glass, stone, or other materials. It may be a technique of decorative art, an aspect of interior decoration, or of cultural and spiritual significance as in a cathedral. Small pieces, normally roughly cubes, of stone or glass of different colors, known as tesserae are used to create a pattern or picture.
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There are three main methods: the direct method, the indirect method and the double indirect method. The direct method of mosaic construction involves directly placing (gluing) the individual tesserae onto the supporting surface. This method is well suited to surfaces that have a three-dimensional quality, such as vases. The direct method suits small projects that are transportable. Another advantage of the direct method is that the resulting mosaic is progressively visible, allowing for any adjustments to tile colors placement. The disadvantage of the direct method is that the artist must work directly at the chosen surface, which is often not practical for long periods of time. It is today considered unsuitable for  large scale projects. Also, it is difficult to control the evenness of the finished surface. This is of particular importance when creating a functional surface such as a floor or a table top. 

A modern version of the direct method, sometimes called "double direct," is to work directly onto fiberglass mesh. The mosaic can then be constructed with the design visible on the surface and transported to its final location. 
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The indirect method of applying tesserae is often used for very large projects, projects with repetitive elements or for areas needing site specific shapes. Tiles are applied face-down to a backing paper using an adhesive, and later transferred onto walls, floors or craft projects. 

The double indirect method can be used when it is important to see the work during the creation process as it will appear when completed. The tesserae are placed face-up on a medium (often adhesive-backed paper, sticky plastic or soft lime or putty) as it will appear when installed. When the mosaic is complete, a similar medium is placed atop it. The piece is then turned over, the original underlying material is carefully removed, and the piece is installed as in the indirect method described above. This is a complex system to use and requires great skill on the part of the operator, to avoid damaging the work. 
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For this assignment, you will create a mosaic of an animal, using your choice of materials.
Your base will depend on the type of materials you use. If you use a heavy material, you will need to use a piece of wood or large ceramic floor tile. Otherwise you should be safe with very stiff stiff cardboard.

Materials:

1. Glass beads, tile pieces, stained glass chips, broken plates, shells, pebbles, beachglass, beads, buttons, etc.

Glass beads should be available for purchase from dollar or craft stores. Tiles can be found at hardware stores, stained glass chips can be purchased from a variety of art supply stores.
You can cut tile pieces or stained glass chips with tile nippers, available at hardware stores, if you need specific shapes or smaller pieces. If you prefer more random pieces, put tiles in a cloth bag, and drop from a large height. Or, while they are still in the bag, you can smash them with a hammer (just be sure to wear safety glasses!!).
For these methods you will need to leave at least 1/8” between the pieces. Once they are glued down, wrap the board with masking tape so it comes above the tile, to keep the grout in place. Apply grout. Mix the grout according to package directions, until it is a smooth mixture. Spoon the mixture completely over, and use a damp sponge to spread, ensuring it goes down between the tiles. Leave to dry for 10 – 20 minutes (any longer, and it will not come off), then using a damp sponge, wipe off the tiles until all of the grout on them disappears. Make sure you rinse your sponge frequently. Let dry overnight for the grout to harden, and remove tape.
For step by step instructions go to: http://www.craftideas.info/html/mosaic_tutorial_b.html
2. Beans and lentils – can be found at a grocery store, or bulk food store. You should be able to find a fairly large selection of sizes and colours.

Apply PVA glue in a small area at a time, apply beans and lentils to a heavy cardboard base. Because you will see the cardboard, make sure you choose a colour you like, or cover it with paper.
You may think of other materials that you can use for your mosaic. These are among some of the more common.

For more information, go to: http://www.mosaicartsupply.com/mosaicinstructions.htm
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Procedure:
1. Begin by making some sketches in your sketchbook for inspiration. Decide what animal you will do. What will the expression be, how will it be posed? How will you create a background that enhances and does not compete with the subject? Create a sketch of your plan.
2. Decide what colours you would like everything to be, and what materials you plan to use. 

3. Cut your base to size (cover cardboard with paper, if applicable). Copy your sketch onto your base. 

4. Begin to apply your mosaic materials.
