Self-Portrait Collage
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A collage is a work of formal art, primarily in the visual arts, made by assembling different forms, thus creating a new whole. A collage may include newspaper clippings, ribbons, bits of colored or hand-made papers, portions of other artwork, photographs, a piece of moss or even a dead mole and other found objects, glued to a piece of paper or canvas. The origins of collage can be traced back hundreds of years, but this technique made a dramatic reappearance in the early 20th century as an art form of novelty.

The term collage derives from the French "coller" meaning "glue". This term was coined by both Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso in the beginning of the 20th century when collage became a distinctive part of modern art. 
Previously, you have created value, tone and texture with a variety of methods. You will now create your own likeness using a mirror, then “paint” in the skin, hair and other values using printed and painted paper.

Materials:
Large sheet of paper

Selection of paper of various colours – magazines are the perfect source

Scissors
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Stick glue, or white glue and a small paintbrush for application.
Procedure:
1. Draw a self portrait with a line drawing (no values or tones – outline only) of head, hair, neck, shoulders, collar and facial features.
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You may want to create an interesting background, again with a line drawing only. If you plan to keep a basic background, decide what colour you will need.
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3. Cut out colours from a variety of magazine pictures. You should have a variety of shades and  tones within each colour pile.
4. Cut the colours into the shapes you need, and apply to your line drawing using glue, making sure you overlap your paper. Look for the shades and tones you need for each area, trying to match your skin tones as closely as you can manage.
5. Look for ways you can add texture to your work, as with the piece to the left.
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You may choose to add some surreal elements to your portrait.
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Line drawing of portrait





Completed Collage based on above line drawing.





a detail of one eye –not merely cut out someone else’s eye from a magazine photo, but pieced together using all kinds of sources to create an eye that was more authentic








