Art with a Purpose
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Through the last century in particular, art has been used to convey messages about social issues. An artist is able to use his or her work to display feeling about the events and situations in the world.

Many artists we celebrate were the political activists of their time...artists who created artwork that celebrated heroes and/or made social commentary on the horrors of war or the injustices of society.
Choose an issue you care deeply about, and would want to try and do something about. This issue should be something that is a general issue or concern in society somewhere in the world. Be sure you are picking a general issue, not simply one of your pet peeves! Some ideas of things you might be interested in depicting/standing up for or against: pollution/environmental concerns, pro-life, racism, homelessness, Creationism, religious martyrs, the war in Iraq, poverty, bullying, depression, discrimination, What do you CARE about? Talk to people- has anyone in your family been affected by any of these? How? Why? How did it affect them?
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The first part of your assignment is to depict your social statement on a large sheet of paper. Your image should be an “in your face” style; the image should be large and possibly cropped, going off the edge of the paper or depicting an unusual angle or scene. Think about what point of view you want to depict. Add minimal text, or make it all about the words. Choose your color scheme carefully. You may want to choose a monochromatic color scheme (all blues, all reds, etc.)  Be sure all white space on your paper is filled in.  Media and materials are student’s choice.
The second part of your assignment is to create a collection of artwork that depicts your social issue. Find 3 – 5 pieces of art that depict the same message as the piece you created. Your collection should be designed to demonstrate your feelings on the social issue you chose.
In your artist statement, describe the social issue you chose, why you chose it, and what your feelings about it are. How does the piece you created demonstrate your feelings about your issue? How does your collection work together to show your point of view? What affect  does your collection intend to present – shock, gentleness, anger, sadness?
