Emphasis in Art
Emphasis in a composition refers to developing points of interest to pull the viewer's eye to important parts of the body of the work. It is to make one part of an artwork dominant over the other parts. Emphasis makes an element or object in a work stand out. Most artists put it a bit off center and balance it with some minor themes to maintain our interest. Some artists avoid emphasis on purpose. They want all parts of the work to be equally interesting.  Also called ‘Focal Point’.

Materials

Large art paper
Pencils

Pencil crayons

Procedure

1. Look at links attached below for examples of emphasis in art.

2. Find some famous works of art you would like to reproduce, and copy them into your sketchbook.  Choose one to be the subject of this project. 

3. On a letter sized piece of paper, reproduce the work as accurately as possible. You may choose the medium (pencil, colour pencils, markers, etc.).

4. Divide a large sheet of paper into four squares. In each square, reproduce the subject (the famous work of art), but change the way the emphasis is constructed for each one. Again, you may choose which medium you use. Choose from:

a. Isolate one element of the composition in some way (draw all in line and add value to one element)
b. Change the shape of the object through elongation or distortion
c. Change the colours in the composition
d. Change the textures in the composition
e. Change the location of the subject in the composition (centre or off-centre)
f. Change all the values in the composition
g. Add something unusual or unexpected to the composition

http://www.bluemoonwebdesign.com/art-lessons-4.asp
http://www.alifetimeofcolor.com/study/g_emphasis.html
http://daphne.palomar.edu/design/emphasis.html
http://emptyeasel.com/2008/09/23/6-ways-to-create-emphasis-in-a-painting/
