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 Notan Cut-Out
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Notan is a Japanese design concept that involves the juxtapositioning of positive and negative spaces next to each other in art and imagery. Using a Matisse-like cut-out technique and showing light and dark to define shape and form on a two-dimensional surface, this project displays the importance of SPACE in design and composition, as well as shape, contrast & balance.

Materials
Construction paper in black or colour                                                                                                White art paper in large size                                                                                                                  Scissors or craft knife                                                                                                                                 Glue

Procedure
1. View the video links below on Notan Cut-Outs. The first one is particularly good at instruction in the “how-to” for the project. (Note: ignore the ending which asks you to create 4 cut-outs).

2. In your sketch book, create 4 plans for this project. Choose the best one,  that is of a difficult enough complexity to be interesting, but not too difficult to be frustrating.

a. Draw various lines on each side of the paper that connect back to the same side of the paper.
b. The paper may be either folded in the half, or unfolded.
3. Transfer your best sketch to 6x6 construction paper, either black or coloured, or a combination.
4. Carefully, with either scissors or a craft knife, cut out and save each piece of paper. Remember where the pieces go.
5. Place all of the pieces back into the design.

6. Flip all of the pieces outward to create a mirror image. The flip may also be flipped again, so that it is reversed. 
7. Glue all of the pieces down onto white paper, and you are finished.

Instructional Video on Notan Cut-Outs - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--IFiH6zH68&feature=related
Notan Cut-Outs II - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPHKpRmjnPg&NR=1
