Ultimate Paisley Patterns

Fabric patterns are always fascinating sources of design. One of the most interesting is the paisley print. The original motif was first seen in Persia (now Iran) between 1501 and 1736. “Buta” and “Boteh” are both terms for the signature floral kidney and tear shapes. The textiles originally combined fine hand-dyed yarn and metallic fibers for use by royalty. Eventually all fabric used the Buta design for regular clothing and household goods such as tablecloths. Many of these patterns were repeated on a plain cloth with a hand-carved wooden stamp. The term “paisley” was introduced when soldiers returned from Persia to the town of Paisley, Scotland. The Kashmir shawls they brought home as gifts were reproduced in Paisley’s cotton and woolen mills. The design has waxed and waned in popularity in the fashion world. 
The wooden stamps carved to create paisley designs are easily found through antique dealers. Quilters are known to call the kidney and tear shapes “Persian Pickles.” 
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Materials
White art paper

Construction paper

French Curves Templates

Coloured Pencils
Process
1. In your sketchbook, create 10 – 12 repeating art patterns. You may choose to do these in colour, or simply with pencil.
2. Start with one sheet of 12" x 18" white paper. Use the French curves to draw outlines of three or more shapes onto the paper. Do not overlap shapes, let them float. Fill white space with a French curve shape that runs off the paper.

3. Choose two or three pieces of colored construction paper. Use the French curves to draw outlines of shapes onto paper and cut out. Set aside for Step 4. 
4. Make the pattern designs using the colored pencils. Follow the inside of the curved shape. Start the colored pencil on the white paper shapes already drawn. The white paper should not show when the artwork is finished.

5. Design the colored paper paisley shapes when done, place these in the blank white areas where needed. Some may now overlap, or cut to make them look overlapped. Glue them in place. 

6. Negative space between the paisley shapes may now be filled with colored pencil designs. Follow the outer contours of the shapes until the entire page is filled.

French Curves Templates

[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.png]5D
(T




[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



