Post-Impressionist Portrait
Post-Impressionism is the term coined by the British artist and art critic Roger Fry in 1910 to describe the development of French art since Manet. Fry used the term when he organized the 1910 exhibition Manet and Post-Impressionism. Post-Impressionists continued with the methods of Impressionism while rejecting its limitations: they continued using vivid colours, thick application of paint, distinctive brush strokes, and real-life subject matter, but they were more inclined to emphasize geometric forms, to distort form for its effect, and to use unnatural colour.

The Post-Impressionists did not agree on the way forward. Georges Seurat and his followers concerned themselves with Pointillism, the systematic use of tiny dots of colour. Paul Cézanne reduced objects to their basic shapes while retaining the bright fresh colours of Impressionism. Vincent van Gogh used colour and vibrant swirling brush strokes to convey his feelings and his state of mind. Although they often exhibited together, Post-Impressionist artists were not in agreement concerning a cohesive movement.
Following, you will find information on the style of a variety of Post-Impressionists. Read the information, look at the examples, and choose one artist to imitate in style. Make sure you view the powerpoint and answer the questions before you begin. It will provide you with information to help you set up your portrait.

Georges Seurat
Georges Seurat invented a special style of painting called Pointillism. He painted pictures using

tiny dots of paint color instead of regular brush strokes and solid areas of color. He made different shades of color by painting dots of pure color close to each other. In this way, he created green by mixing blue and yellow dots. Browns and golds were made with tiny dots of red, blue and orange. Seurat insisted on putting dots of pure color next to each other and letting the viewer's eye mix the color rather than doing that on a palette.
In your portrait, experiment with different tools and materials for what best suits your purpose. You may choose to use a paint brush, or the end of a matchstick – whatever you find creates the effect you are looking for. 
See the portraits below, done by Georges Seurat using pointillism.
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Paul Gauguin
Gauguin was a postimpressionist painter, whose lush color, flat two-dimensional forms, and subject matter helped form the basis of modern art. Gauguin's bold experiments in coloring led directly to the 20th-century fauvist style in modern art.
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Gauguin turned away from impressionism and adapted a less naturalistic style, which he called synthetism. He found his inspiration in the art of indigenous peoples, in medieval stained glass, and in Japanese prints. Gauguin's new style was characterized by the use of large flat areas of nonnaturalistic color.
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In your Gauguin-style portrait, use bold and bright colours, undetailed background with limited colours, and more flat dimensions.
Henri Matisse
Henri Matisse (31 December 1869 – 3 November 1954) was a French artist, known for his use of colour and his fluid and original draughtsmanship. He was a draughtsman, printmaker, and sculptor, but is known primarily as a painter.
Although he was initially labelled a Fauve (wild beast), by the 1920s he was increasingly hailed as an upholder of the classical tradition in French painting. His mastery of the expressive language of colour and drawing, displayed in a body of work spanning over a half-century, won him recognition as a leading figure in modern art.
Matisse's Fauvist years were superseded by an experimental period, as he abandoned three-dimensional effects in favor of dramatically simplified areas of pure color, flat shape, and strong pattern.
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If you choose to do a Matisse-style portrait, you will want to use rich, pure colours, flat shapes, simple background.
