Encaustic Painting
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When you see an Encaustic painting, the first thing that will strike you, is the unique shine and brightness of its colours. The surface can be smooth or heavily textured, but that shine will always draw you in. 

The term “Encaustic” is derived from the Greek word “enkaien” and means “to burn into”.
This procedure of applying molten, coloured wax to various surfaces was already used by the old Egyptians more than 3000 years ago – the resulting paintings of the mummy portraits are there for us to admire in the British Museum in London or in the National Museum in Cairo. 
The technique was lost for hundreds of years, but rediscovered in the 18th century. Nowadays the specially developed encaustic wax is applied to surfaces like paper, wood, glass etc. with a painting iron (not unlike your travel iron!) or the Encaustic Pen. You can use hotplates, heat-resistant sponges, palette knives etc. The possibilities are only limited by your imagination! 
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Encaustic paintings seem to light from within – the colours are exceptionally bright, because the light does not get reflected from the surface of the painting, but penetrates the different wax layers. 

Encaustic painting, also known as hot wax painting, involves using heated beeswax to which colored pigments are added. The liquid/paste is then applied to a surface—usually prepared wood, though canvas and other materials are often used. The simplest encaustic mixture can be made from adding pigments to beeswax, but there are several other recipes that can be used.

Metal tools and special brushes can be used to shape the paint before it cools, or heated metal tools can be used to manipulate the wax once it has cooled onto the surface. Today, tools such as heat lamps, heat guns, and other methods of applying heat allow artists to extend the amount of time they have to work with the material. 
In this project, you will choose the subject matter, but the process will be done as an encaustic. You will focus on the the composition, colour, and texture of your piece.

For a crayon encaustic, you will need a heavy grade paper (computer printer paper will not do!), crayons in a selection of colours with the paper removed, and a candle. You may choose to use a palatte knife to manipulate the wax once it has been applied to the paper.

Make sure you experiment with your materials and methods before you begin your artwork. Try different techniques of application, and different mixture of colours.
Begin by drawing your image lightly onto the paper.

Hold the tip of the crayon in the candle until it becomes very soft. Rub the melted tip onto the paper. You may need to build up layers to get the full effect, but since the wax hardens rather quickly, this shouldn`t take too much time.
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An alternate method of melting the wax is to gather broken, unlabeled crayons and place them in a muffin tin. Melt the crayons in an oven set to 200 degrees Fahrenheit. Carefully apply melted crayon with a brush or palette knife.
