Beginner’s Guide to Better Photos
Make sure you start by reading your camera manual – make sure you know what each button and setting does, and how to use it!
1. Follow the subject. Whatever you are trying to capture, stay with it until the bitter end. If it is an animal running or a person surfing or even a bird flying, "keep on it" until it has exhausted any photo opportunities or gone out of sight.

It is all too easy to flit and switch your vision to something that could be more interesting only to find that monkey that you were looking at pulls the cheekiest of grins when it is too late! Follow the subject and stay with it. Try to keep your shutter finger half pressed so that the camera is constantly altering the exposure and focus as you move the camera around.

2. One of the main "rules" of composition is the rule of thirds.

If you look at the grid that is overlaid on this image, you can see that it splits the picture into 9 segments. The basics of this rule suggest that you compose your subject so that approximately 1/3rd is covered by your subject and the other 2/3rd's is background. Or to put it another way, ensure that your main point of interest is at one of the intersections of the lines.
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Whatever the subject, always remember that you want it to stand out from the rest of the scene  - when photographing people or something with a cluttered background, get on the floor and look up. That way you just have the sky as a backdrop and the main point of interest steals the show like in this image of Wendy on the beach. You "know" it is a beach because of the bikini and beach ball, but you don't need to see the beach!

Don't just look at your subject, look behind and around them to make sure nothing is distracting or allowing the eye to wander. Smaller items like rubbish or cranes can be removed with the help of Photoshop, but getting it right first time saves work later on.

Take your time if you can, and change your position to suit the composition and lighting.

3. Watch what happens to a scene as the day moves on. The best times of day for landscape, architecture or outdoor portraits is always either early morning or early evening. The rising or setting sun creates such a warmth that no filter can match it!

Set your sights on leaving the house early so that you can be where you want to be at either of these times. Have your camera set up in the position that you want as this light does not last long and you will have just minutes to get the right shot. If you are shooting digitally, take a bunch!

4. A strange request I know, to "see things in black and white", but if you try this technique, you may end up with a lot more photos in your keeper file! 

Have you ever been out and about wandering through villages or fields, cities or towns and you can't seem to find anything worth photographing ... just "One of those days"! You will get them and it can be quite frustrating. You have made the effort to get your gear together, drive to a favourite spot but just can't get the creative juices flowing!

As an experiment, the next time you are out on a mission, try to see things as they would appear in a black and white photograph. Black and white photography tends to add mood to a photo and by removing all traces of colour; the onlooker's eye is more attracted to your subject. 

5. One way to make your images stand out from others is to see it from another camera angle or viewpoint. When thinking about the subject in front of you and how you will capture it, move around a bit, up and down. Find an angle that no-one else sees or has thought of and start to create your own style.
Once you try this, all sorts of ideas start to flow and it brings a whole new side to your photography. You find yourself doing it more and more in other situations such as weddings or parties. The angle that you choose, can tell a completely different story to the others.
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The shot on the left was promotional for a hotel in Spain. For the shot of the children on the right, the camera was on the grass and the children were  asked them to run and jump over it whilst firing away.
Along with camera angles, think of what's also in the frame:

· What is the foreground interest? 

· What do you want to appear in the background? 

· What story can I tell with this image? 

· What does it say to someone who wasn't there? 

So basically if you are able to; lie down, climb up, get inside, go underneath, get on top, run alongside, dive in, look through, get behind and shove your camera anywhere (within reason) to get that shot that is just a little different.

6. Keep it simple stupid (KISS) always works. Trying on creating simple compositions means isolating the subject, reducing the background clutter, and making the subject of interest very easily viewable. The viewer should instantly be able to know what he or she is to look at.
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Leaving unnecessary information out of the frames of the border.
8. Before pressing the shutter, check that there is nothing behind your subject that will appear as though it's growing out of their head - telegraph poles and trees are favourites. Step to one side for a better shot.
9. Check that you are holding your camera level - there's nothing worse than a landscape with a wonky horizon.
10. Turn the camera on its side when shooting pictures of individuals. This portrait format makes more use of the space so you don't waste lots of film on the background.
11. Turn the flash off when taking sunset pictures to avoid a result that's too dark.
12. Most cameras focus on the center area in the photo. If your subject is either side of this focus point, the camera will focus on whatever is in the distance. Most cameras have a focus lock. To use this point the camera at the of center subject so he or she is in the centre of the frame. Then press the shutter button halfway down and keep the pressure on while you reframe the shot. Then press the shutter fully to take a sharper picture.
13. Do not ignore regular things around you. Look at objects from a different perspective; you might just capture a beautiful image from those regular surroundings. It can be anything like flowers, sunrise, sunset, butterflies, street lights, bottle of water, or your cell phone. When you look at objects from a photographer's point of view, you will never run out of things to capture with your camera. 
14. Your regular camera can be more resourceful than you might think. Explore the camera, try using different or all functions. Choose a scene/object/scenery and click the same thing with different settings. You can use adobe photoshop or other softwares available in the market for post processing. You can change colors, edit things in the image using these softwares to make your picture look more appealing.

15. Move in Closer

	


Sailboat and Sunrise 
Too Far Away 

	


Sailboat and Sunrise 
Becomes Better by Moving in Closer
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Each time you spot a subject, snap a shot and then move in closer for a better shot. Having your subject almost fill the frame helps your viewer understand and appreciate your photo. Also, details are often more interesting than an overall view.  Keep moving in closer until you are sure the photo will successfully represent your subject
16. Compose Your Picture with Care




Touch of the Past 
Balanced Composition

Even if you don't plan on selling your photo to the Smithsonian, make every effort to keep it balanced and beautiful. On one level or another, everyone responds better to a picture that has all elements in balance. 

Strive to lead the eye along an interesting path through the photo, with the use of strong lines or patterns. 

· Keep the horizon level;

· Crop out extra elements that you are not interested in (more on this is the next tip);

· Consciously place your subject where you think it most belongs rather than just accepting it wherever it happens to land in the photo;

· Play with perspective so that all lines show a pattern or lead the eye to your main subject;

· Work with the Rule of Thirds. 
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Be Selective

Discern what you are really interested in and center your efforts on getting the best photo of this subject, whether it a still life, your funny cat, your doggy, a friend, a family matter, a mood, a place or culture. Then be sure to keep anything that would distract out of the picture. 
The easiest way to do this is to watch your borders - the edges of the view you see through the camera's viewfinder. Then recompose if anything - such as an unattractive telephone wire, an old soda can, a distracting sign, your finger, or your camera strap - hangs into your picture. 

It can become more difficult if you want to, say, shoot a San Francisco cable car without a single distracting telephone line. But even in such a difficult case, you have many options. 

You can: 

· Focus in on a close-up that tells the whole story;

· Move around until you arrange the telephone lines into a neat pattern that leads to the subject; or 

· Take a panning shot that makes the cable car remain in focus while the background goes blurry.

	


Panning Shot of a Bicycle Racer 


18. Look at the Light

	



	
	
Portrait at Sunset



By this, I don't mean look into the sun - no, that won't do at all. But it is good to see what kind of light you are working with. Which way are the shadows falling? Unless you want a silhouette effect, where your subject is black against an interesting background, it's generally best to shoot with the sun behind you. 

How is the light affecting your subject? Is the subject squinting? 

Is the light blazing directly and brightly upon your whole subject? This works well if you are in love with the bold colors of your subject. 

Side lighting, on the other hand, can add drama but can also cause extreme, hard-to-print contrasts. 

Lastly, indirect light can be used to make your subject glow soft and pretty.

More tips and ideas at the following websites:

http://akvis.com/en/articles/photo-recommendations/index.php
http://www.best-family-photography-tips.com/photography-tips.html
http://www.photographytips.com/
http://mansurovs.com/photography-tips-for-beginners
http://www.geofflawrence.com/photography_tutorials.htm
http://www.howitookit.com/
http://www.digital-photography-school.com/digital-photography-tips-for-beginners
A guide for camera basics: (some of these sites can be a little technical, so use what you can, there is also some great beginner information)

http://www.pxleyes.com/blog/2009/06/34-essential-tutorials-to-get-started-with-digital-photography/
http://photo.tutsplus.com/articles/round-ups/100-helpful-photography-tutorials-for-beginners-and-professionals/ 
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