Nature Sculpture Photography
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During the 20th century, both fine art photography and documentary photography became accepted by the English-speaking art world and the gallery system. In the United States, a handful of photographers, including Alfred Stieglitz, Edward Steichen, John Szarkowski, F. Holland Day, and Edward Weston, spent their lives advocating for photography as a fine art. At first, fine art photographers tried to imitate painting styles. This movement is called Pictorialism, often using soft focus for a dreamy, 'romantic' look. In reaction to that, Weston, Ansel Adams, and others formed the Group f/64 to advocate 'straight photography', the photograph as a (sharply focused) thing in itself and not an imitation of something else.
On February 14, 2006 Sotheby’s London sold the 2001 photograph "99 Cent II Diptychon" (right) for an unprecedented $3,346,456 to an anonymous bidder making it the most expensive of all time.

In this project, you will be using a variety of mediums to create your piece – products of nature, sculpture, and photography. It is suggested to use a digital camera. You will be able to view your results right away, and make any changes you need to create the best composition possible.

Begin by making sure that you are familiar with your camera. What do all the buttons do? What do the different settings mean? What are its capabilities? The best way to find out all this information is simply read your camera manual (you can probably find one online if you have misplaced yours).

Then read the handout “Beginner’s Guide to Better Photos”. If you would like more tips and information, click on the links below. 
Go on a nature walk to find object you can use to create a composition. You will need to rearrange them in an artistically pleasing way, considering the elements and principles of art composition. Think about arranging leaves in a circle, making a rock pattern, mud handprint, etc. Photograph your sculpture. Make sure you look at it from different angles, and with different light. Consider if colour or black and white photography will work best for your image. 
You may decide to use photo editing software (ie. Picasa, photoshop, etc.) on your piece. If you do, let me know when you submit your assignment.

See the images below for more inspiration.
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